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Hi! 

I am Antonella, an Italian tattoo artist 
specialised in Pet Portrait and Fine 
line designs. 
I have been proudly tattooing since 
2012, after achieving my degree in 
Fine Arts in Italy.
I’ve enjoyed and learnt many 
different styles along the way but my 
favourite designs include fine black 
works such as book illustration style 

pieces, pointillism and intricate line pattern designs.   

Born and raised in a small town near Genoa, Italy, I 
developed 
a profound love for art at a very young age. 
I first developed my skills in painting; I spent most of my 
free time tucked away in my garage, where with a burst of 
creativity, 
most of my early artworks came to life.

From my humble garage space, I went on to study 
Historical Restoration and Fine Arts at the “Accademia di 
Belle Arti” in Genoa. 
After graduating, I was more passionate about Art than 
ever before so I decided to chase my dream, which led me 
to London, UK. 

Suddenly it was clear to me. This was my calling, to 
become a professional tattoo artist.



BEYOND BEST FRIENDS

It’s no a secret that the 
relationship between an animal 
and their favourite person is 
incredibly deep. When you 
connect with a particular pet, 
that bond seems to be between 
your souls.
Your dog may be able to sense 
when you need a cuddle. 
Sometimes, you feel like your cat 
is looking right through you 

when your eyes meet . I wanted to celebrate that 
connection in a beautifully permanent way: Pet Portraits 
Tattoo Designs.

My latest fine art design series joins the concepts of sacred 
geometry with your own pet. Just choose your unique 
design and pattern that best represent your relationship 
with your best friend. Send an image of your pet and the 
design is complete, ready to be represented on your skin.

Your pet will always have a piece of your heart, in life and 
when they pass away. 



NO REGRETS
Tattooing is an artform that has been around for 
thousands of years. Today, more than ever, that artform 
has been celebrated all over the globe by people from 
all walks of life. With technological advances that are 
now available, it has become so easy for practically 
anyone to get a tattoo. It’s almost as easy as walking into 
a barber shop and getting a new haircut! 

That said, there is a huge difference between getting a 
haircut and getting a tattoo: Hair grows back; tattoos are 
permanent. So unless you want to spend more money 
(and endure more pain) for a laser tattoo removal or a 
tattoo cover-up, you could get stuck with a lifetime of 
regret if you do not put any thought into what you ink 
on your skin.

As a tattoo artist, and a tattoo collector myself, I have 
seen a fair amount of people who end up unhappy with 
the work they got done and said, “ I wish I knew then 
that this wouldn’t work out.”

I decided to create this guide for anyone who is thinking 
of getting their first tattoo, or for someone who is 
adding up to their tattoo collection. A tattoo is great 
way of showcasing your individuality, so it is my hope 
that with this guide you avoid mistakes that will leave 
you unsatisfied with something that will be a part of you 
for a very long time.



TIP:  If you wish to proceed 
anyway, find a natural small 
frame (such as the wrist area, 
the ankle...not the middle of 
your back!)

#1
“I want something very small 
and in the middle of my torso”

Just because it looks good on paper, it doesn’t 
necessarily mean it will look good on your skin. 
Sometimes it is helpful to think of your skin as 
a whole canvas: Would you ever put a tiny 
image somewhere that from a meter distance 
just looks like a blurred dot, lost in the middle 
of a very large space?

Not only that, but your skin is made up of 
living and regenerating cells. Tiny micro 
tattoos are the least likely to look good over 
longer periods of time and they have the least 
amount of visual impact.



TIP:  select ONE important 
subject of your list and start 
from there. An ideal rule of 
thumb is that each body part 
(for example the outer part of 
your upper arm, your foot, your 
thigh) should have one main 
story subject and a few 
supporting elements connect 
to it.

#2
“Here is my wish list of ideas I 
want to use for my tattoo and 
this is the only tattoo I will 
ever get in my life”

When thinking of merging all of your 
subjects into just one tattoo, you need 
to be aware that this is not realistic. You 
have to take into consideration, the 
flow of your body, which is not a square 
note book where you can doddle 
everything that is important in your life 
and expect it will look great instead of a 
jumbled mess, and it will all fit onto 
your body easily.



Just like in any profession, 
behind a finished product there 
have been years of studying 
and experience. While it is 
important to give the artist a 
detailed description of your 
ideas, it is equally important to 
let your artist have enough 
artistic freedom to create the 
best tattoo within their skill set 
for you

#3
“I have thought about this 
tattoo for so long, I want to 
feel completely in control of 
every detail that will be 
created by the artist”

It is great when clients come in with some 
sketches or a very detailed project with 
numbers and measurements... but, if you are 
here and are commissioning your project to 
me, that means that you liked my portfolio and 
- hopefully - you did enough research before 
deciding I could be the candidate to bring your 
ideas to life. That’s awesome!

This also means that you have to have a level 
of trust in me to interpret your ideas in a way 
that works best for a tattoo - so translating 
your ideas into YOUR body in a way that 
achieves the very best results.



TIP: Check the artist portfolio to 
see if they have done something 
similar to what you are looking 
for, THEN arrange a consultation 
and see whether there is any 
empathy and understanding 
between you and the artist. If not, 
please move to the next artist on 
your list.

You might think: “Wait! I need it to look exactly 
how I am picturing it!” Well, sometimes what 
you are picturing in your head and what is 
feasible as a tattoo are two very different 
things. Maybe you are scared of the 
permanence of a tattoo and fear you may end 
up with something less than perfect to the 
image you envision, or maybe you should 
reconsider getting a tattoo for now, until 
you’re more ready.



TIP: Choose a shop that is clean, 
licensed, well reviewed and full 
of talented and welcoming 
artists, not the one that is 
offering you the cheapest price 
in town to keep its doors open - 
you really do get what you pay 
for.

#4
“I know what I want, let me find 
the cheapest shop who will do 
it for me”

You pay for the quality of your tattoos. Take 
your time in finding the right artist, visit your 
local tattoo shops and check their portfolios. If 
a shop is offering prices far below the local 
average and not as a temporary promotion, 
stay far away. Also be aware of that cousin of 
your friend who is tattooing at home.

After falling into these experiences, you’ll just 
end up with more problems, trying to fix it 
down the road. The consequences are usually 
costly and result in unnecessary cover ups or 
laser treatment, which is more painful than 
getting the tattoo in the first place!



TIP: Consider the above advice 
very carefully, and if you wish to 
proceed anyway, explain to 
your tattoo artist what you 
would like so they will be able 
to create something that will 
hold up well on your fingers.

#5
“I want my fingers tattooed 
with a detailed portrait of all 
my family and friends...and my 
dog!”

Firstly, it is going to hurt. There is not much fat 
or muscle in your fingers. Getting tattooed 
here feels like it’s going right into your bones. 
They also tend to fade very quickly, because 
the structure of the skin on our hands is 
different the rest of our body. The continuous 
activity of your hands and fingers leads to an 
increase in the shedding and regeneration of 
the skin in that area.

Anything with small and intricate details is 
more likely to either bleed and transform into a 
blurb of ink under your skin, or just fade over 
the time. These kinds of tattoos will also 
require frequent touch-ups, 
every 2 to 6 months, depending 
on how you take care of them 
when they’re still healing.



LET’S CONNECT! 
FOLLOW ME ON :

INSTAGRAM:  
https://www.instagram.com/ant_on_ella/

FACEBOOK: 
https://www.facebook.com/antonellastattoo/

YOUTUBE: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnXrNt
00FoLvdcHSLuZDBzg

WEBSITE: https://www.antonellastattoo.com

Get in touch today to get 
your tattoo done!

Send me an email with
your ideas at: 

Info@antonellastattoo.com

Antonella

https://www.instagram.com/ant_on_ella/

https://facebook.com/antonellastattoo
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